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On principle, Congress clearly has the constitutional authority to make decisions on interstate taxation. We think that it would set
a dangerous precedent for this particular Congress to pass a law that would limit the ability of future Congresses to exercise that
constitutional authority. In practice, in the Senate, this amendment would not really have much effect. Our colleagues basically say
that unless three-fifths, or 60, Senators favor an extension, then one should not be given. However, that is the same supermajority
vote requirement that is needed to invoke cloture. It already takes 60 Senators to break a filibuster against any legislation; against
a very determined filibuster, cloture may need to be invoked on a measure on numerous occasions to get it passed. Our point is that
if fewer than 60 Senators favor an extension, it already is extremely unlikely that it will be possible to get an extension through the
Senate. This amendment, in summary, is too late, has constitutional problems, and, at least as far as the Senate is concerned, would
have little practical effect. We therefore urge its rej that it will be 
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